The synthesis of bis-indolylalkanes (BIAs) has been of considerable interest because of their occurance in various natural products posessing biological activities and usefulness in drug design (Bell, et al. 1994). These compounds also inhibit the proliferation of both estrogen dependent and independent cultured breast tumor cells (Ge, et al. 1996). In this paper, we present the synthesis and crystal structure of the title bis-indolylalkane derivative.
In the title compound, C 25 H 22 N 2 O 2 , the indole rings are individually almost planar [with maximum deviations of 0.0116 (19) and 0.0113 (18) Å ] and are almost orthogonal to each other, making a dihedral angle of 84.49 (6) . The benzene ring is inclined at 72.83 (9) and 80.85 (9) with respect to the indole rings. In the crystal, molecules are linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO interactions into chains running parallel to the c axis. The crystal structure is further stabilized by C-HÁ Á Á interactions.
Related literature
For the biological activity and uses of indole derivatives, see: Bell et al. (1994) ; Ge et al. (1996) . For related structures, see: Zhang et al. (2006 Zhang et al. ( , 2007 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg2, Cg3, Cg4 and Cg5 are the centroids of the N2/C17-C20, C1-C6, C10-C15 and C19-C24 rings, respectively 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PLATON (Spek, 2009 In the crystal packing, the molecules are linked by N-H···O intermolecular interactions into infinite chains running parallel to the c axis (Fig. 2) . The crystal structure is further stabilized by C-H···Cg interactions where Cg2, Cg3, Cg4 and Cg5 are the centers of gravity of rings (N2/C17-C20), (C1-C6), (C10-C15) and (C19-C24), respectively (Table 1) .
Experimental
To benzaldehyde (1 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (10 ml) was added KHSO 4 (30 mol%) and the mixture was stirred for 5 min. Methoxyindole (2 mmol) was added to the mixture and the stirring was continued following the progress of the reaction by TLC.
After completion of the reaction, the reaction mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (3 x 10 ml), dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate, filtered, concentrated under reduced pressure and the residue was column chromatographed over silica gel using EtOAc/Petroleum ether (1:19) as eluent to get the pure product, the title compound, which was re-crystallized by slow evaporation of its solution in ethyl acetate, resulting in single crystals, suitable for XRD studies.
Refinement
The hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93 to 0.98 and N-H = 0.86 Å and refined in the riding model with fixed isotropic displacement parameters: U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl groups and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N) for others. The crystal did not diffract beyond θ =23.7 ° as its mosaicity was quite high and a low temperature facility was not used for intensity data collection. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme; displacement ellipsoids are drawn at 30% probability level. C2-C1-C6 121.1 (2) C14-C15-H15 120.7 C2-C1-H1 119.4 C10-C15-H15 120.7 C6-C1-H1 119.4 O1-C16-H16A 109.5 C3-C2-C1 120.0 (2) O1-C16-H16B 109.5 C3-C2-H2 120.0 H16A-C16-H16B 109.5
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